And I was sorry to see divers here to profess themselves publickly Jews, who had lived at least reputed Christians, for a long time in other places. One who had been a Franciscan Frier thirty years, and another who had been Professour some years at Tholouze, and before that Physician to the King of Spain.1 What Browne did not know (at least one may infer this from his writings) is that not just a few of the Jews in Amsterdam but in fact most of the members of this Sephardic community had previously been Christians and openly adopted the Jewish religion after emigrating from Spain and Portugal. This is also true of most of the Sephardic Jews who settled in Italy and northwest Europe during the seventeenth century: that is to say, they had been Iberian New Christians, descendants of Jews who had been baptized (either forcibly or voluntarily) in Spain and Portugal in the late Middle Ages, and they reverted to Judaism after being separated from the religion of their ancestors for generations.2 There was a clear connection between their origins and their linguistic education, to which Browne refers.
These New Jews mastered Spanish and spoke Portuguese, and the educated ones had learned Latin in Iberian seminaries and universities, where quite a few of them had qualified as physicians and had acquired a respectable philosophical background, including considerable mastery of the ins and outs of Christian theology. For instance, Vicente de Rocamora had been a Dominican friar before becoming a preacher in the Amsterdam Jewish community. 
